Making the State Environs Law Work for You

Successful Architectural Design for

Downtown Wichita, Kansas

_

Important tips for
property owners,
developers,
real estate agents,
architects,
contractors,
sign companies, : ;

municipal planners, ; DOUGLAS AVENUE. WICHITA

and other interested parties




Map of Environs

Most of downtown Wichita is
affected by the 500-foot environs
that surround historic register
properties.

[] Historic properties and
historic districts

Environs

Detgretiors on this map sre current sa of £/2009]|

* Reminder: If a property of interest lies
within an environs boundary, all applications
for zoning changes and building, demolition,
or sign permits will trigger a review of the
project before the permit will be granted.
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Numbered Design Areas

1. Locate your property of interest and
corresponding Design Area Number on
the map at right.

Turn to an enlarged view of your
selected Design Area (pages 10-50)

Review the Architectural Context that
applies to your property.




Design Area 2, Architectural Context

Historic buildings that create Enviroms:

occidental Hotel, 300 M Main

Lassen Hotel, 155 M Market

Farmers and Bankers Insurance Company Buildings,
212 M Market and 200 E First

Orpheum Theatar, 200 N Broadway

Scottish Rite Temple, 324 E First

Hayford Buildings, 255 M Market and 115-127 E Second

Character-defining features:
FMulti-story

Strong honzontal banding
well-defined cornices

Tt roofs with parapet walls

Scale:

Floor-to-floor height should appear similar to the surrounding historic
buildings and horzontal alignment of fagade elements should be
maintained. Mew structures should be 2 to 6 stories in height.

Massing:
Rectangular, 4 to B bays wide by 4 o 6 bays deep, zerno ot line.

Rhythm:

Create visual compatibility with historic structures through simplified
interpretations of traditional building elements such as: wertical bays:
articulated pilasters; simplified comioe; solid-to-void ratie similar &
|'II5|:I:|I'I1: buildings u.'rthm thE area; building is oriented parallel to Ih: lot

Materials: S i

Historic materizls are brick, limestone and cast stone.  Mew maternials
having demonstrated durability that repliete textures of the historic
materizls are appropriate. Do not use replica matenzls that would
create 3 false historic fabric.
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Long facades are divided into vertical masses that

create visual relief from wvast modern expanses.




Design Area 2

Refer to the Architectural Context
on the opposite page and the
Standards in Appendix | or
Appendix I, whichever is
appropriate to the color of your
selected property.

. Listed on state or national
historic register

Eligible to be listed on state
@ | or national historic register
(individual nomination)

Eligible to be listed on state
or national historic register
(part of multiple property
nomination)

Not eligible for any historic
register
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Design Area 3, Architectural Context

Historic buildings that create Environs:
Lassen Hotel, 155 M Market
Kress Building, 224 E Douglas
Brown Building, 105 5 Broadway
Wwheeler kelly Hagny Building, 120 5 Market
Kauffman Building, 212 5 Market
Ellis-singleton (Petroleum) Building, 221 5 Broadway

Character-defining features:
kulti-story
Strong vertical bays
Well-defined cornices

Flat roof with parapets
\ T~

Scale:

Floor-to-fioor height should appear similar o the surrounding historic
buildings and horizontal alignment of fagade elements should be
maintained. Mew structures should be 3 to 6 stories in height.

K assing:
Rectangular, 4 to 6 bays wide by £ to 6 bays deep: zero lot line.

Rhythm:

Create wvisual compatibility with historic structures through simplified
interpretations of traditional building elements such as: wvertical bays;
articulated pilasters; simplified comice; sodid-to-void rato similar oo
historic buildings within the area; building is criented parallel o the lot

Materials: ; . .

Historic materials are brick, terra cotta and cast stone. MNew materials
hawing demonstrated durability that replicate textures of the historic
materizls are appropriate. Do not use replica maverizls that would
create a false historic fabric.

Commercizl building design is
composed of 3 distinct cap,
middle. and base.




Design Area 3

rRefer to the Architectural Context on the opposite page and the Standards in Appendix | or Appendix II, whichever is appropriate to the
color of your selected property.

& Listed on state or national historic register

o) Eligible to be listed on state or national historic register (individual nomination)

Eligible to be listed on state or national historic register (part of multiple property nomination)

Not eligible for any historic register
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Design Area 5, Architectural Context

Historic buildings that create Environs:
1. Warehouse and Jobbers Historic District bounded by
Douglas, santa Fe, Washington and 52cond Streets
2. Internatienal Harvester Building, 355 N Rock 1sland
3. Keep Elean Building, 800 E Third

Refer to the Old Town Owverlay District Design Guidelines,
online at hitp:/feew wichita gov/CityOffices/Planning or contact
the Wichita Historic Preservation Office in the Metropolitan Area
Plamning Department at 316 2684421

Character-defining features:
kiulti-story warehouse
Loading docks and doors
Flat roofs with parapets

Well-defined cornices
\ steal frame casgxl;nent windows

Scale:

Floorto-floor height should sppear similar to the surrounding historic
buildings and horizontal alignment of fagade elements chould be
maintained. Mew structures should be 1 to 3 stories in height.

Massing:
Bectangular, 3 to 5 bays wide by 4 to 6 bays deep, zero lot line.

Rhythm:

Create wisual compatibility with historic structures through simplified
interpretations of traditional building elements such as: loading docks
and doors; simplified cornice; solid-to~woid ratio similar 1o historic
buildings within the area; building i oriented parallel to the lot lines.

Materials: e——

Historic materials are brick and cast stone. HNew materizls having
demonstrated durability that replicate textures of the historic materials
are appropriate. Do not use replica materizls that would create a false
historic fabric.




Design Area 5

rRefer to the Architectural Context on the
opposite page and the Standards in Appendix |
or Appendix Il, whichever is appropriate to the
color of your selected property.

. Listed on state or national historic
register

& Eligible to be listed on state or national
historic register (individual nomination)

Eligible to be listed on state or national
historic register (part of multiple
property nomination)

Not eligible for any historic register




Design Area 8

If your building of interest is marked with a green or yellow dot, contact the Wichita Historic Preservation Office for
information on historic register listing, 316.268.4421.

Eligible to be listed on state or national historic register (individual nomination)

Eligible to be listed on state or national historic register (part of multiple property nomination)

Not eligible for any historic register

Design Area 8

At the time of this publication, no buildings in this area were
within a historic environs, therefore no Architectural Context
applies.

NOTE: Some buildings here are marked as eligible for listing on a
historic register. Listing of such buildings = done at the
property owner’s reguest, usually for the purpese of
accessing related financial mcentives.

If buildings in this, or adjacent Design Areas, become listed
on a state or national register in the future, an
architectural Context and environs review would come
into effact.

Historic Preservation staff recommends that you contact
the city of wichita Historic Preservation Office to
determine the current status of this area before beginning
a design project. 316.268.4421




Sign Guidelines for Structures Listed on the

State or National Register IEI

Review is required for all signs at each site. Application to the
Office of Central Inspection for a sign permit will trigger review by
the Historic Presendation ©Office.  applications for Historic
Preservation  review shall include drawings/graphics/photos
indicating the sign legend, location, dimensions, construction, and
structural design a5 required by the City of Wichita Sign Code.

Types

Flush-mounted wall signs shall be located within existing
decorative moldings, transom panels, stc. on the structure to
create “sign panels.” If no such architectural features exist, new
signs shauld not obscure any other significant facade features. Size
shall not exceed approximately 20% of the total wall area.

Pole-mounted signs shall have an effective area not greater than
thirty-twao squars feat.

Projecting signs shall be located near the business entrance in
accordance with the Sign Code. Mote that other approvals may be
reguired to allow a sign to overhang the public right-of-way.

Window signs may be painted or applied to the window surface;
size shall not exceed approximately 25% of the total window area.

Directory signs for several tenants in a single-entrance building
shall be aligned as a group or located within a single pansl.
Buildings with separate entrances for various tenants may have
single signs or multi-t=nant sign panels at thair relevant entrances.

Elaterials

haterials shall be compatible with that of the building fagade.
Paint or vinyl graphics applied to wood, metal, or other durable
materials are appropriate. Individually-shaped, non-illuminated
latters of any matenal are acceptable. Preserve historic signs
including painted signs [“ghost signs”) where they exist. MNew
cabinet signs with plastic faces are prohibited. Existing plastic-
faced cabinet signs may be retained; change of graphics is allowed.

Lighting

The light for a sign shall ariginate from an indirect, external source.
Meon lighting is allowed. Translucent plastic cabinet signs with
internal illumination are prohibited. An exception to the internal
illumination policy i made for metal faces with push-throuzgh or

backup plastic lettering. Exceptions are also made for lighted
channel letters and halo-lighted letters.

Electronic Message Signs

Mo electronic message signs shall be permitted, except on or for
theater buildings. Electronic message signs for theaters shall be
considered an a case-by-case basis by the Historic Preservation
Board.

dwnings and Canopies

original awnings and canopies should be retained where feaszible.
when replacement is necessary, or when adding canopizs or
awnings where none previously existed, use styles similar to those
used in the historic context of Wichita's downtown area:
Examples: fixed metal canopies; fabric awnings mounted within
the window frame.
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Appendix II:

Development of structures that are eligible to be listed on the 5tate or National Historic Register
{individual nomination)

Development of structures that are eligible to be listed on the 5tate or National Historic Register
{in multiple property nomination)

& Development of structures that are not eligible for any historic register

Thie Wichita Historic Preservation Board reviews projects for buildings in the green, yellow, and red categories to determine whether they
"encroach upon, damage, or destroy”™ the environs of a listed historic property.

The tool for this review is the Kansas Standards and Guidelines for Evaluating the Effect of Projects on Environs [page 56) and Chapter 24.04
[sign Regulation) of the wichita Code of Ordinances [page 59)

Buildings eligible for listing on a register are not required, but may follow the Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation
[Mational Park Service] and are encouraged to do 50 for best success in the review process.

= TIP:

The decision to nominate an eligible structure to a historic register is at the discretion of the property owner. The first assessment of
eligibiltty requires that [a] the building be at least 50 years old, and (&) the building retains its original architectural features. Technical

assistance and certain financial incentives may apply it eligible buildings achieve a register listing. Contact the wichita Historic
Preservation Office. 316.268.4421
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Sign Guidelines for Structures Eligible /Mot Eligible to
be Listed on the State or Mational Register IEI I:I IEI

Environs Review is reguired for all signs at each site. Application to
the Office of Central Inspection for a sign permit will trigger the sizgn
review by the Historic Preservation Office. Applications for Historic
Preservation review shall include drawings/graphics/photos indicating
the sign legend, location, dimensions, construction, and structural
desizn as required by the Sign Code of the City of Wichita.

Types

Flush-mounted wall signs shall ke located within existing decorative
moldings, transom panels, etc on the structure to create “sign
panels” f no such architectural features exist, new signs should not
obscure any other significant facade features. Size shall not exceed
approximataly 20% of the total wall area.

Pole-mounted signs shall have an effective area not greater than
thirty-two square fest.

Projecting signs shall be located mear the business entrance in
accordance with the Sign Code. Mote that other approvals may be
required to allow a sign to owverhang the public right-of-way.

Window signs may be painted or applied to the window surface; size
shall not exceed approximately 25% of the total window area.

Directory signs for several tenants in a single-entrance building shall
be aligned as a group or located within a single panel. Buildings with
separate entrances for various tenants may have single signs or mouwlti-
tenant sign panels at their relevant entrances.
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Materials

katerials shall be compatible with that of the building facade. Paint
ar vinyl graphics applied to wood, metal, or other durable materials
are appropriate. Individually-shaped, non-illuminated letters of amy
material are acceptable. Preserve historic signs including painted signs
I“zhost signs”] where they exist. Mew cabinet signs with plastic faces
are prohibited. Existing plastic-faced cabinet signs may be retained;
change of graphics is allowed.

Lighting

The light for a sign shall originate from an indirect, external sowrce.
Meon lighting iz allowed. Translucent plastic cabinet signs with
internal illumination are prohibited. An exception to the internal
illumination policy = made for metal faces with push-through or
backup plastic lettering. Exceptions are also made for lighted channel
letters and halo-lighted letiers.

Electronic message signs

KMot more than one electronic message sign shall be permitted on a
zoning lot.  animated, flashing, moving, or scrolling electronic
Message signs are not permitted. An exception i made for scrolling
signs that display only time and temperature.

Static electronic images or messages shall not change more than
once every three seconds.

4ll electronic message signs shall contain dimming controls to ensure
the sign is appropriately dimmed at night. The maximum nighttime
brightmess and/or light intensity shall not exceed 3000 mits (or
aquivalent).
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